
How to choose your options 



Useful information 
 Key Stage 4 is a stepping stone to your 

future and therefore in order to leave 
more options open to you, you need to 
obtain the highest grades possible.  
Making choices based on: 

 SUBJECTS YOU ENJOY 
SUBJECTS YOU ARE GOOD AT 

 will ensure that you reach your 
maximum potential. 

 At this stage, you shouldn’t be able to 
close too many doors because the ‘core 
subjects’ (English Maths and Science) 
are often the ones employers are looking 
for. 



How can you match 
subject choices to future 
career ideas? 
 There are a variety of ways in which you can 

do research to make an informed decision 
regarding options. 

 You can use online and printed careers 
related resources e.g. 

 U-Explore – www.u-explore.com 
 Jobfile – printed info on 1000s of jobs 
 Which Way Now? – Options advice booklet 

available to download from Careers on VLE 
 National Careers Service – 

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
 Collingwood College is fortunate to have a 

whole department devoted to careers 
information, which includes a careers library 
and a qualified careers adviser, Mr Woolford. 



Who can help? 
 
 Mrs Edwards – Year 8 Manager. 
 Mr Woolford – IAG Co-ordinator 
 Form Tutors 
 Subject Teachers 



Good and bad reasons to 
choose your options… 
GOOD REASONS 
 You like it/find it interesting. 
 You’re good at it. 
 You need it for your future career. 
 It will help you to develop new skills. 
 You think you will do well in it. 
 It will give you satisfaction. 
 Your teachers think you should take it. 
 It will go well with your other choices. 
 You like the way it will be assessed. 
 It’s a subject you want to do well in. 
 
BAD REASONS 
 Your friends are doing it. 
 You think you should do it but don’t want to. 
 Your parents think it’s a good idea but you don’t. 
 You know someone who has done it and they like it. 
 It’s a ‘cool’ subject. 
 You can’t think of anything else to choose. 
 You think it will be easy. 
 It sounds good but you haven’t found out about it. 
 You really like the teacher you have now. 
 You think it will impress people later on. 
 

 
 



Questions to consider… 
 What do you enjoy? 
 What are you good at? 
 How do you like to learn? 
 Do you have a career in mind? 
 Do you need information and advice? 
 



Useful steps to take… 
 Investigate what the different 

subjects are like and how they are 
taught. 

 Think about whether you would 
enjoy it, and whether it’s something 
you could be good at. 

 Get feedback from your teachers. 
 Consider how you may benefit from 

studying it. 
 What effect would it have on your 

future career options? 
 Go to your careers library and speak 

to Mr Woolford if you need to. 
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